
Thank you for participating in this survey about grading. None of the questions are required, so feel
free to answer only the questions you want. 

There are no right or wrong answers. We want your honest opinions to help us decide how
instructors should approach grading in English classes (particularly ENGL 1301 and 1302) in the
future.

This survey should take about 15 minutes to complete and contains 30 total questions. We've
divided the survey into three sets of about 10 questions. 

You must be an undergraduate student at Texas Tech University to participate. 

Introduction

1. Are you currently an undergraduate student at Texas Tech University?

Yes

No

This first set of questions gives us some basic demographic information. Enter as much
information as you feel comfortable providing.

Demographic Information

2. Age

3. Gender



4. Ethnicity (Choose all that apply)

American Indian/Alaskan Native

Asian

Black

Hispanic

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander

White

Prefer not to answer

Other (please specify)

5. Year you graduated high school or received your GED

6. Year you entered college for the first time

7. Current academic standing

Freshman

Sophomore

Junior

Senior

Not sure (please explain why you're not sure)

This second set of questions helps us understand what your experience with grades on written
work has been like. Enter as much information as you feel comfortable providing.

Grading History



8. Estimate your average grade on written work before taking ENGL 1301.

A

B

C

D

F

Not sure (add details if desired)

9. Estimate your average grade on the written work you've done in ENGL 1301 this semester.

A

B

C

D

F

Not sure (add details if desired)

10. How important are grades to you now, compared to high school?

More important than in high school

About the same as in high school

Less important than in high school

11. How important is it for you to make an A in an English class?

Very important

Somewhat important

Somewhat unimportant

Totally unimportant

12. How important is it for you to make at least a B in an English class?

Very important

Somewhat important

Somewhat unimportant

Totally unimportant



13. How important is it for you to make at least a C in an English class?

Very important

Somewhat important

Somewhat unimportant

Totally unimportant

14. Are you a member of the honors college?

Yes

No

Grading History

Please explain (optional)

15. Would you still be motivated to make high grades even if the honors college did not require a certain
GPA?

Yes

No

16. Are you receiving any scholarships or financial aid that require you to keep a certain GPA?

Yes

No

Grading History

Please explain (optional)

17. Would you still be motivated to make high grades even if your scholarship or financial aid did not
require it?

Yes

No



18. Have you ever taken a class where you received a grade at the end but did not receive letter or number
grades on your assignments during the semester?

Yes

No

Grading History

19. What subject was the class? (English, History, Biology, etc.)

20. Describe what you thought about that sort of grading system.

21. Are you at all familiar with grading contracts?

Yes

No

Grading History

22. Describe your experience with grading contracts.

Read the descriptions of the following three grading options to answer the final set of questions
below. 
 
To help give you context for the three grading options, here is the assignment breakdown for this
hypothetical ENGL 1301 class.

3 major assignments: 3 page paper, 4-5 page paper, 5-8 page final paper
1 oral presentation

Grading Contract Evaluation



Up to 10 other in-class and out-of-class low stakes assignments
Students must write a short 200-400 word reflection on each major paper and on other
assignments as required.
A portfolio containing all three major assignments and a selection of three other assignments
of your choice will be handed in at mid-semester and at the end of the semester along with a
300-500 word reflection on the entire semester’s work.

Option 1: Traditional grading

In this class, you will receive letter or number grades on your writing throughout the semester. You will have the opportunity to raise
grades on your papers by revising them and handing them in as part of your final portfolio. A letter grade will be given to you at the end
of the semester based on the grades you received during the semester as well as the final grade on your portfolio. This system
resembles the grading system used in most classes.

Option 2: Class-negotiated grading contract

In this class, no letter or number grades will be delivered during the semester. You will only receive comments on your work. You will
turn in papers and assignments throughout the semester, but you can keep revising and improving your writing until you hand in your
portfolio at the end of the semester. A letter grade will be given to you at the end of the semester based on the following criteria.

You are guaranteed a B if you:

1. attend class regularly—not missing more than four classes;
2. meet due dates and writing criteria for all major assignments;
3. participate in all in-class exercises and activities (if you need to miss class, you must contact me to get the in-class assignment

and turn it in within 48 hours of me sending you the details);
4. complete all informal, low stakes writing assignments (e.g. journal writing or discussion-board writing);
5. give thoughtful peer feedback during class workshops and work faithfully with your group on other collaborative tasks (e.g.,

sharing papers, commenting on drafts, peer editing, on-line discussion boards, answering peer questions);
6. sustain effort and investment on each draft of all papers;
7. make substantive revisions when the assignment is to revise—extending or changing the thinking or organization—not just

editing or touching up;
8. meet one-on-one with the teacher outside of class twice to discuss drafts, assessment, and any other class issues;
9. submit your mid-term and final portfolio.

Thus, you earn the grade of B entirely on the basis of what you do—on your conscientious effort and participation. The grade of B does
not derive from my judgment about the quality of your writing. Grades higher than B, however, do rest on my judgment of writing
quality. To earn higher grades, you must produce writing—particularly for your final portfolio—that I judge to be of exceptionally high
quality. We will discuss what “exceptionally high quality” means as a class during the semester.

Grades below a B: 

I hope no one will aim for these grades. The quickest way to earn a C, D, or F is to miss classes and fail to turn in assignments. This
much is non-negotiable: You are not eligible even for a passing grade of D if you do any of the following:

Miss more than four classes
Fail to complete one major assignment
Fail to complete your oral presentation
Fail to complete three of the smaller assignments

And you can't just turn in late work at the end. Meeting deadlines matters. If you are missing classes and behind in work, please stay in
touch with me about your chances of passing the course. If you are afraid you will have to miss a deadline, let me know as soon as
possible so we can discuss your options. 

At the beginning of the semester, the class will go over the contract together and negotiate any points the students feel are
unreasonable with the instructor. Everyone will abide by the same contract.



Option 3: Individual grading contract

This class is the same as Option 2 except that students may go to the professor one-on-one within the first two weeks of class to
negotiate the terms of their individual grading contracts. 

Every student will start out with the same grading contract outlined in Option 2. Students can choose to abide by this contract or meet
one-on-one with the professor outside of class within the first two weeks of the semester to negotiate their own grading contract. You
could work with the professor to develop a contract for an A. You could negotiate for a C. Note that the requirements for an A would
likely be much more difficult to achieve. All terms would have to be agreed upon by the instructor and the student, or the student will
have to use the grading contract outlined in Option 2.

23. Rank the three grading options in order of your preference. Drag the option you like the most to the top
of the list. Drag the option you like the least to the bottom.

Option 1: Traditional grading

Option 2: Class-negotiated grading contract

Option 3: Individual grading contract

 

I would absolutely
hate this kind of
grading system.

I dislike the idea of
this grading system.

I have no strong
feelings about this
grading system.

I like the idea of
this grading system.

I would love to use
this kind of grading

system.

Option 1: Traditional
grading

Option 2: Class-
negotiated grading
contract

Option 3: Individual
grading contract

If you want to clarify your response, please do so here.

24. Rate each grading option on a scale from 1-5. 



 Option 1: Traditional grading
Option 2: Class-negotiated

grading contract
Option 3: Individual grading

contract

Happy

Anxious

Curious

Angry

Sad

Concerned

Disgusted

Calm

Afraid

Amused

Worried

Confused

Overjoyed

Alarmed

Relaxed

Disappointed

Surprised

Bored

Upset

Doubtful

Carefree

Excited

Frustrated 

Other

If you selected "other," please explain. 

25. Check the feelings you have when considering each of the three grading options outlined on the
previous page.



26. Write any other comments you have about Option 1: Traditional grading.

27. Write any other comments you have about Option 2: Class-negotiated grading contract. 

28. Write any other comments you have about Option 3: Individual grading contract.

One last question!

Focus Group Sign Up

29. Would you be willing to participate in a 30-minute focus group with other students to discuss these
options further? A raffle for a $10 Amazon gift card will be held at the end of the focus group.

Yes

No

Name  

Email Address  

Phone Number  

30. To participate in a focus group or if you want to share more of your thoughts about grading, please
enter your name and an email address or phone number where we can contact you.
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